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INTRODUCTION

0.1 Thethree wordsthat are used the most often in the English language are

a. an.~the

0.2 A, an, and the are a part of speech called articles. Whenever you see or hear an
article, you can expect anoun to follow. (A noun isaword that names a person,
place, thing, or idea.)

0.3 Sometimes the noun follows directly after a, an or the:

an apple the pencil

0.4 Sometimes there are adjectives between a, an or the. and the noun.
(An adjectiveisaword that tells about or describes a noun.)

&

a happy face an old rotten apple the short fat pencil
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0.5 If you leave out a, an, and the, or if you use them incorrectly, your meaning may
still be clear. But it will not sound right to Americans. In some cases it can make a
very big difference in the meaning of what you say.

a. He has black hair. b. He has ablack hair.

0.6 In speaking, the articles are not stressed. They are said quickly and are joined
with the word that follows them. It's very hard to hear a, an, and the when
Americans are talking. These little words seem to disappear!

0.7 Some languages do not have articles. In other languages there are many forms of
articles and they are used in ways different from the way English uses them.

S U710
e\ fa \?’m l‘ej. jer’ j:m 7?&?;
S |

Because of these differences, almost everyone learning English has some trouble
with a, an, and the. Thisbook was written to help you.
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HOW TO USE THISBOOK

There are rules that can help you decide when to use a, an, or the, and when
to leave them out. Each of these rules has some exceptions. And the exceptions
have exceptions! Native English-speakers did not learn these rules in school. They
just say "It sounds right thisway."

This book has TEN STEPS to help you understand how Americans use these
words. But the most important way to improve your English isto listen and read.
Then the correct way will sound right to you too, when you speak and write.

If you are using this book without ateacher, here are some suggestions for you:

1. Relax. If you are nervous in conversation because of limited English, do only
STEP ONE and STEP TWO in this book. Listen to native speakers as much as you
can, and increase your vocabulary and understanding. Go on to the next steps only
when you fedl ready.

2. Ask anative-English speaker to help you with the listening and speaking parts
in STEP ONE. Y ou will need a native speaker to check some of your answers and
the free composition in the mastery tests.

3. Read the rules and sentences, then do the exercises. Check your answers.
4. 1f you score 100 on any test, that's great! Go on to the next step.

5. If your answers do not agree with the book's answers, re-read the rules in that
step. If you have more than four answers wrong, wait several days or longer before
you go to the next step. Do not try to complete the book too quickly.

6. After you complete STEP NINE, take the review testsin STEP TEN and check
your answers. If you have made any errors, go back to the rules. The number in
parentheses tells which rule to see. For example (1.2) is paragraph 1.2 on page 5.

7. Takethe MASTERY TESTS. Have a native-English speaker or ateacher
correct your sentences.

8. Keep listening for the use of these three little words and notice them in your

reading. Ask English-speaking friendsto correct you if you are using a, an, or the
incorrectly or omitting them where they are needed.
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STEP ONE: Listen carefully

1.1 Canyou hear a, an, and the?

EXERCISE:

Train your earsto hear these little words. Listen to a native English speaker (or
the teacher) read a few sentences at atime from any simple story. Make a mark (/)
every time you hear a, an or the.

After each item, the reader will tell you how many times a, an, or the appeared
in the sentences. Check this against the number you wrote down.

| hear: Thereredly are: | hear: Thereredly are:

© © N o
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Did you improve as you practiced?
Practice alittle every day with an English speaker readl ng to you.

| hear: Thereredly are: | hear: Thereredly are:

o w0 b P
© o N O
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1.2 A and an mean the same thing: one.

1.3 Anisused before words that begin with vowel sounds. (The vowelsare a, g, 1, 0,
and u).

Theletter his"silent" in some words.

The names of theletterse, f, h, I, m, n, r, s, and x begin with vowel sounds.

an orange an Indian an angry mother
an umbrella an egg an excellent paper
anidea an hour an honest person
an"f” an"o" an"m"

an an an

1.4 Aisused before words that begin with consonant sounds. (Consonants are those
letters which are not vowels.)

The Eu and u in some words sound like the consonant sound /yu/.
One sounds like wun.

The names of thelettersb, ¢, d, g, ],k p, 9, t, u, v, w, y, and z begin with consonant
sounds.

ajet acar a delicious hamburger
ahouse adoll ayellow submarine
auniversity aunicorn a European man

a"b" a"t" aone-way street

a a a

url'

e
DN gt
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EXERCISES

Write a or an in the following sentences.
. | had egq for breakfast.
. | broke cup.

. My mother bought umbrellalast night.

1
2
3
4. Betty spellsher namewith __ "i", not with ___ "y".

5. After _ hour, we got tired and went home.

6. Thenew student borrowed  ESL book from the office.

7. My teacherhas__ M.A. degree from Columbia University.
8. I wouldliketohave  hundred dollars.

9. Itis____ honor to meet the governor of New Jersey.

10.My cousinjoined _ union.

11.1 havenever seen _ unicorn.

12.Itisgoodtomeet  honest person.

13.Thereis A & P Supermarket on the corner.

14.The word "restroom™" is___ euphemism (polite word) for toilet.
15.Benhas  one-track mind.

16.Hegoesto _ university in California

17.1 washed my hair with _ herbal shampoo.

18.A clownwith _ unhappy face did tricks for the children.
19.Frank has__ unique way of looking at the world.

20.Theword anis article.

ANSWERS

11.a 16.a
12.an 17.an
13.an 18.an
14.a 19.a
15.a 20.an

®
ROoO~NO®

OO WDN PR
T3
>y oey
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1.5 There are two different ways to pronounce the in careful speech. Before consonant
sounds, it is pronounced [Dq]. Listen to a native speaker say these phrases:

the man the Chinese puzzle the green grass
the balloon the red house the long road

the bicycle the tall woman the difficult lesson
the union the whole pie the European man

1.6 Before vowel sounds, it is pronounced [Di].

the answer the ugly mask the oldest fairy

the orange the ice cream cone the end of the story
theair the Indian the eighth floor

the angry girl the open umbrella the umpire

the"s' the hour before dawn the honest truth
EXERCI SE:

Read the examples from groups 1.5 and 1.6 above. Practice connecting the with the
word after it, as though the two words were just one word. Example: [Di xnsqr].
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STEP TWO: Look carefully Can you see a, an, and the?

Y ou will learn to use the articles correctly if you become more aware of them in
your reading.

EXERCISE:

A. Read this story from Aesop. Draw acircle around all the a's, an's and the's.
Count the number of words that you have circled; write that number on the line at
the end of each paragraph.

THE WILD DOG AND THE FARM DOG

1. Oncethere was (a) wild dog who was very, very hungry. He had not had
anything to eat for (@) long time. He was shaggy and thin and his bones stuck out
through his skin. He ran here and there through (the) woods and meadows |ooking
for (a) rabbit or (a) squirrel or eyen (a) mouse to eat. But it was winter, and he
found nothing. Finally he came near (a) farm house where he met (an) old farm
dog. (The) farm dog was plump and had well-brushed hair.

9

2. "How come you are so plump and well-fed?" asked the wild dog.

3. "Oh, the farmer gives me milk, bones, and delicious scraps from his table," said
the farm dog. "All | have to do is bark to warn him if robbers come; it's avery easy
job. I'm sure the farmer would give you the same if you worked here too."

4. "I think | would like such an easy job," said the wild dog, and his mouth started
to water as he thought of the milk, bones and scraps from the farmer's table. "
could protect the farm very well, as | have good ears, good eyes and a good voice.
| can bark very loud."
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5. Just then, the wild dog noticed a place around the farm dog's neck where the hair
was all rubbed off. "What is that on your neck?' asked the wild dog.

6. "Oh, that's where my collar goes. It rubs off the hair. But it doesn't hurt; it's
nothing to worry about,” said the farm dog.

7. "Your collar? Y ou mean you are tied up on arope?"'

8. "Yes, most of thetime. But | don't mind," said the farm dog. "I am used to it.
Let's go now so the farmer can see you and give you something to eat. Y ou look
very hungry.”

9. "You mean you cannot run through the meadows and the woods and go
wherever you please?"

10. "Oncein awhile, | wish | could" said the farm dog. "But it's no problem for
me, I'm used to it. Stay. You'll get used to it too."
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11. "No thank you," said the wild dog. "I would rather be hungry and free than
well-fed on arope. Good bye!"

12. And with those words, the wild dog ran off into the woods.

13. How many articles did you find?

14. Did you miss any articles? How many did you miss?

B. Go back to the story and underline all the nouns. (A noun isthe word for a
person, place, thing or idea.) Notice that wherever there is an article, anoun is sure
to follow. However, not all nouns have articles before them! Nouns can sometimes
be used as adjectives: farm dog.

15. How many nouns did you find?

ANSWERS

1. 9(seesample) 7. 1 (collar, rope)
2. 1(dog) 8. 3(time, farm, dog, far mer)
3. 5 (farmer, milk, bones, scraps, table, 9. 2 (meadows, woods)

farm, dog, robbers, job, farmer) 10. 2 (while, farm, dog, problem)
4. 6 (job, dog, mouth, milk, bones, scraps, 11. 2 (dog, rope)

farmer's, table, farm, ears, eyes, voice) 12. 2 (words, dog, woods)
5. 5(dog, place, farm dog's neck, hair, 13. 40

neck dog) 15. 64

6. 2 (collar, hair, farm dog)
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STEP THREE: Thelndefinite Article (A/an)

3.1 Use a or an before nouns that are singular, countable, and indefinite.
single =one
countable = can be counted
indefinite = not definite, not specific, not previously spoken about or pointed out.

a. Would you like a cookie?

b. | ate an egg for breakfast.

3.2 Never use a or an with plural nouns or non-countable nouns. The word some may
be used for plural indefinite or non-countable nouns.

a. | ate eggsfor breakfast. | ate some eggs for breakfast.
b. | had soup for lunch. | had some soup for lunch.

3.3 Countable nouns are names of things that can be counted. Most (but not all)
countable nouns have a definite size or shape.

o fim

one chair, two chairs, three chairs ...

oneidea two ideas ...
one person two people
one deer two deer
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| — -
one tooth thirty-two teeth
one two
one many

3.4 Usea (an) when you mean one, but you are not calling attention to the number.

a. Which would you like: a cookie, an apple, or a piece of cake?
b. I'll have an apple, please.
C.

3.5 Use one when you mean "only one" or wish to call attention to the number or
contrast it with another number.
a. Would you like one apple or two?
b. One apple is enough, thank you.
C.
d.

EXERCISES

Write a, or an or one. Do not write a or an before plural nouns. Write the symbol
[T] to show that there is no article needed. (T = zero, nothing)

1.1 read book about Marslast night. | like books about outer space.
2. 1 usualy read alot, but last week, | read only book.
3. My mother baked cookies yesterday. Would you like cookie?

4. | used to eat two eggs and three pieces of toast for breakfast. Now I'm on a diet.
For breakfast | have egg and piece of toast.

5. | had goldfish when | was six years old. Its name was " Jaws."

VVVVVWW.CTL~CHYIDIl.lIalvu.1u
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6. My gister has goldfish. They are always hungry.
7. Lou hastwo dogs, six cats and parrot.
8. Joe'suncletells good stories.
9. Marc has aunt who livesin Mississippi.
10. old lady found hungry cat.
11. We bought bananas at the supermarket yesterday.
12. banana was rotten, but the others were okay.
ANSWERS
1. aT 4. one, one 8. T 11. T
2. one 5. a 9. an 12. One
3. T,a 6. T 10. An, a
7. one(or a)

3.6 Non-countable nouns name things that have no definite size or shape. These are
also called mass houns.

miillk watar il

e ail Ty
10 CrasEm butoed il i

chees bl Tl .
cidfes Hm I\:ll:lll:'l'-llll.r' \
li et '_'|||Ji'. I ntmrd LIRTRLIES .-_.l

w111 BTN fog
chcalntm candy Ha

other mass nouns:;
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3.7 In order to show guantities of non-countable nouns, containers or units of
measure must be used.

abottle of ketchup apound of butter

acup of coffee aquart of milk

adish of ice cream agallon of water

ajar of mustard apint of jam

aloaf of bread a spoonful of applesauce
aslice of bread agrain of salt

anickel adollar

Other units and containers:

3.8 Some words can be either countable or non-countable, depending on their
meaning in a sentence. When the word is countable, use a (an); when it is non-
countable, no articleis used.

a. | ate an egg for breakfast (awhole egg)

b. | got egg on my shirt. (an indefinite amount of egQ)
c. Hishair isblack (@l of it.)

d. Thereisahair in the soup. (asingle strand of hair)

e. Do you want chicken? (the meat of a chicken)

f. Do you want achicken? (awhole bird)

g. Mary had alittle lamb. (ababy sheep, a pet)

h. Sarah ate lamb for dinner. (meat from alamb)

afish = the whole animal

. fish = the meat from afish

k. candy = akind of food

. acandy = one piece of candy

— o ¢ —
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EXERCISES
Write a only whereit is needed. Write [T] where no article is needed.
1. Doyouwant milk with your coffee?

| like lamb, especially with potatoes and lots of gravy.
Henry has lamb. Its name is " Snow White."

We aways have bread with our meals.

Put salad dressing on your salad.

The mechanic put guart of ail into the engine.

We found money on the sidewalk.

Where can | buy meat?

© © N o gk~ wWw D

Can you give me bowl of rice?

=
©

grain of salt isvery small.

3. a
4. T

ANSWERS
1. T
2. T

9. a
10.a
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STEP FOUR: Other usesof a and an

4.1 Useaor an when you are telling that someone has a certain job or occupation.

a. My father is abanker.

b. Joeisatruck driver.

c. Can he be a singer with such an awful voice?
d. Louisis studying to be an engineer.

e. Carmen ieavery good cook.

f.

g.

4.2 Useaor anin expressions of time or measurement.

a. We have gym three times a week.

b. She goesto Californiatwice ayear.

c. | visit my grandmother once a month.
d. Joe earnstwo dollars an hour.

e. Those shoes cost thirty dollars a pair.
f. Butter isadollar seventy a pound now.

g. The car was speeding at seventy miles an hour.
h

4.3 Use a or an in these common expressions:

a. | saw him a couple of months ago.
b. All of asudden, the engine began to shake and rattle,

c. It'sbeenalongtimesincel saw you.
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d. Did you have agood time?

e. I'minahurry to get to my class.

f. Asamatter of fact, we agree with you completely.

g. It'sashameit rained during your whole vacation.

h. What a pity that she lost her job, her husband and her best friend.
i. Charlieisawaysin agood mood after he has a good dinner.

J. New Yorkers always seem to be in arush.

K.

4.4 Do not use a (an) in expressions with "kind of" "type of” or "sort of"

a. Floridaisthekind of placel liketo visit.

b. Mary isthe sort of daughter who makes parents happy to have children.
c. Henry isthe type of person you trust immediately.

d.

45 Few/afew little/ a little

Here are cases where the word a completely changes the meaning of a sentence:
a. Jack hasfew friends. Heis often lonely. (few = not many, almost none)

b. John hasafew friendsin New Y ork. He visits them whenever he goes there.
(afew = severd, 3, 4, 5, etc.)

c. Joehasquite afew friends. There were fifty people at his birthday party.
(quite afew = many, an impressive number)

d. Nancy haslittle money. She can't afford a vacation this year.
(little - not much; avery small quantity; not enough)

e. Nicky hasvery little money. He had to borrow two hundred dollars from his

father to help pay the rent.
(very little = almost none)
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f. Mariahasalittle money. She's going to Florida for a vacation.
(alittle = some, enough)
g.

h.

4.6 Other expressions with a

A great many people marched in the parade.

A good many of my ideas come to me in my dreams,

A good number of students attend regularly.

Chang sends a great deal of his money to his parents back in Taiwan.
Many a foreign student has been confused by English grammar.

= Many foreign students have been confused by English grammar.

PP T

EXERCISES

Write a, an, or one, or T in the lines:

Eggs cost ninety cents dozen.

We eat three times day.

Joe saw her couple of months ago.

If you'rein hurry, | can get it for you now.
Would you like sugar in your tea?

Jack caught fish.

Paul ate fish for dinner last night.

© N o o~ 0D P

Areyou in good mood?
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
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The speed limit isfifty-five miles hour.

Hisuncleis teacher.

Carlos wants to be astronadi.

Is thisthe kind of party you like?

few people like to admit that they are wrong. (Not many people)

There were few people at the party last night. (Several people)

If you have little time, | can tell you the story. (asmall amount of time)
She has little energy. She's alwaystired. (Not much energy)

Read a page of your usual reading material and underline a and an wherever

they appear. Notice the nouns that follow. See if they are countable nouns, or
nouns that are in the common expressions you just read about.

18.

Make atape recording of an English talk show, commercial or news broadcast.

Listen to it several times until you can clearly hear the articles and identify the
nouns that follow them.

ANSWERS
1. a 6. a 11.an 15.a
2. a 7. T 12.T 16.T
3. a 8 a 13.T
4, a 9. an 14.a
5 T 10.a
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STEP FIVE: The Definite Article (the)

THE

2t

5.1 The word the points out a definite person, place or thing or idea, or one that has
been mentioned before, (mention = talk about, refer to)

The may be used with either singular or plural nouns.

a. | liked the story in STEP TWO about the wild dog and the farm dog.
b. The exercisesin this book will help usto use the articles correctly.

C.

d.

5.2 Use the when the listener or reader already knows which things you mean, or
when there is only one possible item you are speaking about.

a. | took the cat to the veterinarian.
(my cat, or the cat | usually talk about; the only veterinarian in town, or the usual
veterinarian | go to) (veterinarian = animal doctor)

Compare: | took acat to a veterinarian.
(It is not certain which cat or which veterinarian the speaker is talking about.)

b. | took the car to the repair shop to have the brakes fixed.
(the speaker's car or the car the speaker has talked about before; the repair shop the
speaker usually goesto or hastalked about before, or the only repair shop in town,

the brakes that are on the car)

Compare: | bought acar from arepair shop.
(A car and arepair shop that the speaker has not spoken about before.)

c. Thefamily that lives in apartment 5B comes from Hong Kong.
(The is used because there is an explanation that makes it clear (definite) which
family | am talking about. There is only one family that lives in apartment 5B.

Compare: A family that lives on Main Street comes from Singapore.
(There are many families that live on Main Street, so it is still not clear to you
which one.)
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d. Could you lend me the green marker please?
(Thereis only one possible green marker.)

Compare: Could you lend me a green marker please?
(Any green marker will do, and there may be more than one.)

e.
f.
EXERCISES
Write a or the in the following sentences:
1. Once upon atime, there was wild dog.
2. Hecameto farm and met farm dog.
3. wild dog spoke to farm dog about hisjob.
4. job was easy; all farm dog had to do was bark if
robber came near farm.
5. farmerfed farm dog milk, bones and scraps from

family's dinner table.

6. wild dog saw mark on farm dog's neck.

7. mark was from rope.

8. "Goodbye," said wild dog.

9. Hedid not want to wear rope around his neck.

10. farm dog was sad to see him leave.

11. | needed new rain coat.

12. | went to new closing store on Main Street.

13. saleslady in coat department was very helpful.

14. | wanted short coat but couldn’t find one.

15. saleslady showed me where short rain coats were.

16. | bought light blue rain coat and light blue hat to match.
17. coat was sixty dollars and hat was ten.

ANSWERS

1 a 6. The, a the 11.a 16.a, a

2. aa 7. The a 12.the (a) 17.The, the
3. the, the 8. the 13.A (the)

4. The the,a, the 9. a 14.a

5. the, the, the 10.10. The 15.the
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5.3 Use the with things that are the only ones of their kind.
(There may be othersin the same class of things, but we don't usualy think about them.)

=

- o o o0

5 Q

N

© o =5 3 =B 5

Ml

~ .r"_.rj“

The sun rose at six am. this morning. (the sun in our solar system.)
The moon and the stars shone brightly last night.

(our moon, and the stars we ordinarily see at night.)

Have you read the Bible? (the famous Christian collection of stories)
The sky isblue. (today's sky or the usual sky above us.)

The weather is great. (our present weather)

The world isfull of opportunities. (our world.)

Forget about the past. (the time before today)

Don't worry about the future. (the time after today)

Thereis no time like the present. (now)

| spoke to him on the telephone yesterday.

| heard about it on the radio.

Injust two minutes we'll be on the air. (broadcasting over the radio)

. Injust two minutes well bein the air. (flying in the Earth's atmosphere)

(Notice: | saw it on television last night.)
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EXERCISE:
Write a, an or the only where they are needed. Write T where nothing is needed.
1. Howis weather in Puerto Rico in the summer?
2. | lovelooking at ocean.
3 future will be here before you know it.
4. My favorite book is Bible.
5. Barry found wallet that everyone had been looking for.
6. Carriefound wallet in the subway.
(one she hadn't known about before)
7. During an eclipse of sun, the shadow of moon falls on
_ earth.
8. What do you think about economy?
9. Don' let past run your life,
10. Doyou listen to radio in your car on your way to work?
11. What did you watch on TV last night?
12. You ought to see doctor. (any doctor)
13. You ought to see doctor. (your doctor)
14. | bought new suit and hat to match.
15. moon is 240,000 miles from earth.
16. Sometimes you can see planet Venusin the west,
just after sun sets.
17.1 saw shooting star last night.
ANSWERS
1. the 5. the 9. the 13. the 17. a
2. the 6. a 10. the 14. a,a
3. The 7. the, the, the 11.T 15. The, the
4. The 8. the 12. a 16. the, the
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5.4 When something is outstanding, or excellent in comparison with others of its kind,
we stress the word the before it. In writing, we usually underline it or writeit in
italic letters. In speaking, it is often pronounced [Di].

a. Sherry gave the party of the year.

b. I met the man last night.

(The speaker is saying that this man is very special; heis"Mr. Right." i.e. someone
to fall in love with and marry)

5.5 Always use the with superlatives:

a. Sheisthe best cook | have ever known.
. That's the best picture in the whole museum.

. Dick bought the most expensive watch in the store.

b
Cc
d. | buy nothing but the best for my family
e
f

EXERCISES

Write the, or a (an) in the following sentences.

1. Billis nice person. Heis nicest person | have ever met.

2. | justread interesting book. It was most interesting book in

the whole library.
3. Mother bought expensive dress. In fact, it was most

expensive dress in the store.

4. Mother said that best thing to do for the flu is go to bed and rest.

5. good thing to do for a headache is to put ice on your forehead.

6. Last winter was worst winter in twenty years.

7. Maggieis prettiest girl in the class.

8. One of most difficult things to master in English is the use of articles.
ANSWERS

1. a the 5. A (one)

2. an, the 6. the

3. an, the 7. the

4. the 8. the
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STEP SI X: The Definite Article versusthe I ndefinite Article

6.1 Use the definite article, the, when you want to point something out and make it

definite.
(Theislikethis, that, these and those except that it does not show place, and it may
be used with either singular and plural nouns.)
Use the indefinite article a (an), with singular nouns that are not definite. The
plura form for the indefinite article (a, an) isno article. [T]
a. Definite: The boysin Richard's class are athletes. (those boys)

. Indefinite: Boys grow up to be men. (any boys, all boys)

. Definite: The teachers at this school are kind. (these teachers)

. Definite:
. Indefinite:

b
Cc
d. Indefinite: Teachers need special training. (any teachers, al teachers)
e
f

EXERCISES
Write the only with definite nouns. Write T for plural, indefinite nouns:
. It'shot in this room. Can you open windows?
girls mature faster than boys.

. Do you think dogs are smarter than cats?

scientists | spoke to are working on away to create cheaper electricity.

1

2

3

4. Where are girls you told me about?

5

6. Mother saysthat vegetables are good for you.
7

vegetables from my garden are nice and fresh.

ANSWERS

the
T,T
T,T
the
The

NookwnhNRE

The
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6.2 Do not use the with months, days of the week, or holidays.
a I'll seeyouin April.

b. Wednesday comes before Thursday.

c. Lou'shirthday is August 12.

d. There areonly 10 daystill Christmas.

e. My family always enjoys Thanksgiving.

f. New Year's Day falls on (a) Monday this year.

6.3 Exceptions. Use the in expressions such as "the Fourth of July."
a. My birthday is the twelfth of January.

6.4 When days of the week are modified by afollowing phrase, use the.
a. We can leave work a half hour early the Friday before vacation.

b. "Mardi Gras" isthe Tuesday before Lent begins.

6.5 Do not use the before personal names.
a. Joeismy friend.
. Mrs. Baffaisaprincipal.
. | saw Senator Chase.

b
Cc
d. King George signed the treaty.
e
f
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6.6 Exception: When there is more than one person by the same name, use the to
make it clear which one you mean.

a. The John Brown from Los Angelesis the one | was talking about, not the John
Brown from San Francisco.
b.

6.7 When you refer to all the people in afamily, use the and the plural form of the
family name.
a. TheLopezeslivein Fort Lee.

b. All the Katos had the flu last winter.
c. Have you seen the Foxes lately?
d.

6.8 Another way to refer to the entire family isto use the plus the family name, plus
the word family.

a. There have been many famous people in the Kennedy family.
b.

6.9 Theisused with some proper names followed by an adjective or noun:

Alexander the Great Jmmy the Greek
Richard the Lionhearted William the Conqueror
Louis XIV (Louisthe Fourteenth) Leif the Lucky
Elizabeth |1 (Elizabeth the Second) Eric the Red
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EXERCISES

Write the only whereit is necessary in the following sentences:

1. Whereis Betsy?

2. Prances married Dr. Smith who is a surgeon, not Dr. Smithwho is

adentist.

3. Dr. Jonas Salk created a vaccine for polio.

4. Wongs moved after they won the |ottery.

5. Do you know Browns?

6. Mr. Brown ismy best friend.

7. Trump family went on vacation last week.

8. This course was taught by Professor Wheeler last year.

9. Haveyou ever heard of John Baptist?

10. Who was Alfred Great's son?

11. Halloweenisin October.

12. We worked hard on Monday and Tuesday, but we played

on Wednesday.

13. His birthday ison Fourth of July.

14. We celebrated New Year's Eve quietly at home.

15. Wednesday before Thanksgiving isabusy day for the
family cook.

ANSWERS

17T 6. T 1.7, T

2. the, the 7. The 12.T, T, T

3.T 8.T 13. the

4. The 9. the 14.T

5. the 10. the 15. The, T
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6.10 When talking about clothing or parts of the body, a personal adjective pronoun
(my, your, his, her, our, etc.) is often used, (not the definite article asin some other
languages)

a. My stomach aches.
b. She cut her finger,
c. Fixyour tie.

d. Thereisaholein your shirt.

e. We worked until our arms ached.

f. The dog used his nose to find the robber.

g. The cat knocked over the glass with itstail.

h

6.11 Exceptions:
| have a headache, a toothache, a stomachache, a back ache.

Use the with parts of the body after myself, himself, yourself, etc. In phrases after
on, in, over and by showing the location of an action received by the owner of the
body part, either the or a personal adjective pronoun may be used.

a. Carry bumped herself on the head.

b. He cut himsealf on the thumb.

c. Thevictim was shot in the chest. (or, in his/her chest)
d. Theteacher pulled the boy by theear. (or, by hisear)
e. The stone hit her in the shoulder. (or, in her shoulder)
f. The soldier was wounded in the leg. (or, inhisleg)
g. The baby pulled the cat by thetail. (or, by itstail)
h. Compare: The ball went over his head.

He was hit over the head.
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6.12 Do not use the with certain other "noun markers." Some of these are:

this my another much
that your every no
these her some

those his any

whose its either

which our neither

what their enough

EXERCISES

Write the or a (an) or a personal pronoun adjective (my your, her, his, our, etc.)
where they are needed.

1. Janet brushed hair.

2. Richard hurt himself in shoulder.

3. We washed hands in hot water.

4. Theboy cut himselfon _ leg.

5. Shehad toothache all night long

6. | hurt back.

7. The old man bumped head.

8. Did the old man bump himself on head?
9. The policeman shot the robber in back.
10. She grabbed him by neck and shook him.

ANSWERS
1. her 3. our 5 a 7. his 9. the
2. the 4. the 6. my 8. the 10. the
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STEP SEVEN: Using the with mass nouns and abstr act nouns

7.1 Mass nouns are non-countable nouns that have no definite size or shape. (See 3.6)
Here are some additional mass nouns.

ar dirt rice sugar weather
cloth dust soap chalk sunshine
garbage food soup oatmeal moonlight
paper furniture metal pork mayonnaise
land grass iron tea gold

other mass nouns;

7.2 Do not use any article when talking about the entire category of a mass noun.
(Even if there is an adjective before the noun.)
a. Water is composed of hydrogen and oxygen.
b. Butter isfattening.
c. Weneed air to breathe.
d. Paper is made from wood pulp.
e. | like chocolate milk.

f. Colombian coffeeis expensive.

0.

h.

7.3 Use the when you are talking about a specific example or portion of the mass.

a. Thewater from thisfountain is cold.
. Thelove of adog isreliable.
. The butter in this dish is melting.

b
c
d. Theair inthisroom is hard to breathe.
e
f
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EXERCISES

Write the where it is necessary:

1. cheese is made from milk.

2 milk that you bought yesterday is sour.

3. air at Mount Washington is cold, fresh and clean.
4 gold is used to make jewelry.

5. silver from that mine isavery high quality.

6. | want to make a sandwich. Where's butter?

7. Thishouseisfull of dust.

8. dust in this house is two inches deep!

9. There is no shortage of oil thisyear.

10. ketchup in this bottle won't pour out.

11. ketchup is made from tomatoes.

12. coffee contains caffeine.

13. Brazilian coffeeis less expensive than Colombian coffee.
14. coffeein this pot is too strong.

15. iceisfrozen water.

16. ice on our lake was 18 inches thick last winter.
ANSWERS

1T, T 5.The 9. T 13. T

2. The 6. the 10. The 14. The

3.The 7.T 11. 7T 5. T

4. T 8. The 12.T 16. T

7.4 An abstract noun is aword that names a non-tangible thing or idea, such as
emotions, qualities or actions.
(Non-tangible - does not have a physical body; can not be touched.)
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These are examples of abstract nouns:

beauty fear disease Space

truth freedom small pox war

love davery nature work
marriage history religion music
murder hunger science time
friendship art health photography
poetry peace mathematics anger
education literature English courage

other abstract nouns:

7.5 Usethe when the noun "belongs" to a particular person, group, or place.

a. Mr. and Mrs. Jones were happy about the marriage of their son.
b. The War Between the States was fought from 1861-1865.

c. Amy is studying the history of Japan.

d.

7.6 Do not use the when the abstract noun includes the entire category it refers to.

a. Mr. Smith doesn't believe in marriage, (any marriage, or al marriage)
b. War ishorrible, (any war)

c. History isafascinating subject, (any or all history)

d.

7.7 The name of alanguage, a school subject or field of study usually does not use the
word the unlessiit is restricted, or belongs to a particular person or place.
a. He speaks French.
b. The French spoken in Quebec is different from the French spoken in Raris,
c. We studied literature last year.
d. Professor Jones teaches a course on the literature of the Middle Ages.
e.
f.
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EXERCISES

Write the where it is needed in these sentences:

1. | am going to study Spanish next year.

2 death is not always sad.

3. The children were sad about death of their cat.

4. | think history of the United Statesis very interesting.

5. Many visitorsto the United States were surprised by kindness of
Americans.

6. Children should learn courtesy in school.

7. Doyou like poetry?

8. I like poetry of the eighteenth century.

9. Marie appreciated friendship of her classmate Anna.

10. timeflies.

11. Weal enjoy beauty.

12. Hewas greatly moved by beauty of the sunset.

13. Weenjoy literature.

14. literature of ancient Greeceis still worth reading.

15. space between the wall and the sofa was narrow.

16. Men have traveled in Space.

17. My favorite subjects at school were English, science,

gym and math.

ANSWERS

1.7 10. T

2. T 11.T

3. the 12. the

4. the 13.T

5. the 14. The

6. T 15. The

7.7 16. T

8. the 7.7, T, T, T

9. the
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7.8 Generally, no the is used with words for diseases.

arthritis AIDS scarlet fever
cancer tuberculosis appendicitis
high blood polio heart disease
pressure sinustrouble leukemia
rheumatism diphtheria

a. He suffered from arthritis, heart disease and diabetes for most of his later life.

b. Children must be protected against diphtheria and whooping cough.

7.9 Exceptions

an alergy atumor

acold

afever

abad heart

abroken leg (arm, finger, bone, €tc.)

a headache, toothache, backache, stomachache, etc.

the measles

the chicken pox

the mumps

the "willies"

a. Paul had the measles when he was six and the mumps when he was seven.
b. | have an allergy to tomatoes.

c. Loud noise gives me a headache.

d. The doctors removed atumor from his stomach.

e. | get "thewillies’ when | walk past adark cemetery at night.

7.10 Use the after study, practice and play for musical instruments.
a. Joeis studying the violin.
b. Canyou play the piano?
c. She had to practice the trumpet two hours aday.
d.

www.ez-english.narod.ru




www.ez-english.narod.ru

7.11 Don't use the before school subjects, sports or games.
a. We played baseball all afternoon,

b. Jack studied mathematics for years.
c. Shebeat me at checkers.

d.

EXERCISES

Write the or awhere they are needed. Write T where no article is needed,
1. CanMaryplay  footbal?

2. | know how to play chess.

3. Doesyour sister play guitar?

4. No, sheisstudying French horn, but she doesn't play it very well.
5. Bill isgoing to play ping pong after school.

6. Jack plays drums with a famous rock group.

7. When | go to college | am going to study music.

8. Haveyou ever had mumps?

9. My grandfather had bad heart and arthritis.

10. The doctors treated him for high blood pressure.
ANSWERS

1. 7T 6. the

2. T 7. T

3. the 8. the

4. the 9.aT

5 T 10.T

7.12 "Object - activity words"
Object-activity words are words that can have two related, but different meanings.
One meaning of theword is an object (or building). The other meaning isthe
activity that is connected with that object or building.

bed school college class church
jail prison court town vacation
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Use the when only the object or building is meant.
Don't use the when you include the activity that goes on in the object or at the
building.

a. Thebed in my room is comfortable.
(the is used because only the physical bed is meant.)

b. I goto bed at ten o'clock.
(Theis not used because bed here means both an object and the activity that takes
place in the object: resting or sleeping.)

c. TheEnglishclass| gotoisfor international students.
d. We are studying about articlesin English class.

EXERCISE

Notice the differences between the following sentences. Can you understand why
theis used in some places and not in others?

School begins at nine o'clock.

The school | go to ison Anderson Avenue.

The criminal went to prison.

The prison is near the Hudson River.

My friend goes to church every Sunday.

Where is the church?

My older brother is at college.

I'll meet you in front of the college at nine o'clock.
Don't sit on the bed.

10. Our niece goes to bed at seven o'clock.

11. Shetook her ex-husband to court.

© © N o gk~ w DB

12. We met in front of the court.
13.
14.
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STEP EIGHTH When to use the with place names and dir ections

8.1 Use no article for names of continents, countries, cities, states, counties,
mountains, lakes, islands, beaches, streets, avenues, parks, Heaven, hell, and
Paradise.

a. Asiaand Africaare continents.

b. Boston isin Massachusetts.

c. Bergen County isin New Jersey.

d. Mount Everestisin Asia

e. Puerto Rico and Hispaniola are islands.

f. We waked from Washington Square up Fifth Avenue to Central Park.
g. LakeErieisbetween New York State and Canada

h. Lizzy dreamed she was in Paradise.

J.

8.2 Use the with groups of islands or lakes, and mountain ranges, or names with
plural forms.

a. The Philippines were named after Philip Il of Spain.
b. Cubaisknown as "the Pearl of the Antilles.

C. The Great Lakes are far from the Rocky Mountains.
d. Another name for Holland is the Netherlands,

e. The Andes Mountains are higher than the Alps.

f. The Azores are near the Canary |slands.

g. Many dligators livein The Everglades.
h
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8.3 Use the with names containing Union, United, Kingdom, Republic, Empire, or Dynasty.

the Soviet Union the Kingdom of Sweden

the U.S.S.R. the People's Republic of China
the United States the Roman Empire

the United Arab Republic the Han Dynasty

8.4 Certain city names contain the.
The Hague the Bronx

8.5 Some nicknames of cities contain the
"the Big Apple" “the City of Brotherly Love"

8.6 Names of streets, when followed by a phrase with "of" use the:
the Avenue of the Americas

8.7 Usethe. with deserts, peninsulas, oceans, seas, gulfs, rivers, canals, bridges,
tunnels, zoos, and gardens.

a. The Saharais ahuge desert, bigger than the Mojave.

b. The Red Sea separates Egypt from Isragl and Saudi Arabia.

c. The George Washington Bridge crosses the Hudson River.

d. Carscan aso crossviathe Lincoln Tunnel or the Holland Tunnel.

e. Children lovethe Bronx Zoo but are sometimes bored with the Botanical Gardens.

f. The Mississippi and the Amazon are the two largest riversin the world, while
the Nileisthe longest.

8.8 Use the with North, South, East, and West when they are used to refer to a section
of the country or of the world.

a. The Civil War was fought between the North and the South.
b. The Northeast is more densely populated than the Southwest.

C.

Use the with north, south, east and west after a prepositional phrase.

d. The United States is bounded by the Atlantic Ocean on the east, the Pacific
Ocean on the west, and the Gulf of Mexico on the south.
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8.9 When north, south, east and west are used as single word adverbs, do not use the.
The explorer looked east, then west. He tested the wind and decided to continue north.

a

b. New Y ork is south of Boston.
c. Cdiforniaiswest of Nevada
d

8.10 Colleges, schools and universities: Use the if the name of the school is followed
by a phrase beginning with of or for:

the University of Southern California
the City College of New Y ork

the College of William and Mary

the School for the Blind

Do not use the if there is no phrase following the name of the school.
Rutgers State University

Notre Dame Northwestern University
Columbia University

Harvard

Yae

Do not use the if you use theinitials only of the schoal.
a. | graduated from C.C.N.Y ., but my brother went to U.C.L.A.

b.

8.11 Use the with names of buildings
the Museum of Natural History

the Smithsonian the Gallery of Modern Art
the Empire State Building

the Holiday Inn

the Jefferson Memorial

the White House

the World Trade Center
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Exceptions: Names of buildings with Hall, Hospital do not use the.
Some buildings with House do not use the.

a. The name of her dormitory was Archer Hall.

b. Valey Hospital isin Westwood; University Hospital isin Manhattan.
c. Blair House isin Washington, D.C.

EXERCISES
1. Wesaw Eiffel Tower when we were in Paris.

2. Last year, | took a course at University of Miami in Florida

3. Canadais north of United States.

4.  Lake Superior isone of Great Lakes,

5. Wewent to Bahamas for our vacation.

6. New York City isalso known as" Big Apple.”

7. Haveyou ever climbed Mount Washington?

8. Boatscan go from Albany to Buffalo using Mohawk River
and Barge Canal.

9. English Channel separates Great Britain and France.

10. Brooklyn Bridge goes over East River.

11. | loveand Central Park. It's bounded by Fifth Avenue on

east, and Central Park West on west.
12. Southwest is called "The Sun Belt."

ANSWERS

1. the, T 5. the 9. The, T, T

2. the, T 6. T, The 10. The, the

3. T, T, the 7. T 11. T, T, the T, the
4. T, the 8. T, T, the, the 12. The
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STEP NINE: Other rules and exceptions

Macy's
Bloomingdales

Con Edison

Black and Tan Buses
IBM

sometimes used.

9.1 Do not use the with most names of businesses.

Saks Fifth Avenue
Ford

New Jersey Bell
Jeffrey's Repair Shop

9.2 Exceptions:. When the last word in the company name is company, theis

the Bridgetown Lumber Company

the Ford Motor Company

the A & P (the Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company)

Discovery
Playboy
Ms.
Ebony
TV Guide

But:

the Quarterly Review
the Saturday Evening Post

the New Y orker

9.3 About 80% of magazines do not use the with their titles:

Time

Scientific American
Newsweek
Reader's Digest

Better Homes and Gardens
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9.4 Most newspapers have the word the in their titles:

The New York Times The Dally News
The Post The Campus Reporter
The Washington Post The Wall Street Journal

a. When | got home, thefirst thing | did was read The Post.
b. Would you get me The Times while you are at the store?

C.

9.5 Use the with the names of periods of history (ages, years, and centuries) and the
names of wars, battles, agreements, treaties, and alliances.

the Golden Age of Greece the Stone Age

the Pax Romana the Industrial Revolution
the American Revolution the Grand Alliance

the Middle Ages the nineteen eighties

the twelfth century the Roaring Twenties
the Renaissance

Exceptions:

World War One

World War Two

9.6 Use the with ordinal numbers before a noun,
(ordinal numbers = first, second, third, fourth, etc.)
(Next and last are sometimes used like ordinal numbers. In these cases, use the.

a. Thefirst person to arrive was Mr. Hendricks.

b. The second person was Mrs. Smally.

c. Welive on the fourth floor.

d. Thelast month of the year is December.

e. Sharon ate too much on her birthday. The next day she was sick.
f.
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9.7 Next/last + year, week, month, holiday or season: If the point of time you are
starting from is now, do not use the.

a. Next year we are going to the mountains for vacation.
b. Last week our company sold three thousand widgets.

. | hope we can come to visit you next summer.

c

d. We had agood time last New Year's Eve.
e

f

9.8 Do not use the with certain phrases W|th ordinal numbers.

3%

a. Itwasloveat first sight.
b. At first glance, it looked like the right one.

c. On second thought, his idea seems quite useful.

9.9 When a number follows a noun, do not use the.
a. | read Chapter Nine and Chapter Eight for homework.

b. The plane departs from Gate Four.

C.

9.10 Use the for names of sports teams, groups, organi zations and government
departments.

the American Red Cross the fire department

the New York Mets the police

the Philharmonic Orchestra the board of education
the town council the United States Senate
the House of Representatives thel.R.S.
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EXERCISES
Write the where it is needed. Write 6 where no article is needed.

1. General Motorsisone of Americas largest companies.
. Do you shop at Bloomingdales?
. Hisfavorite magazines are Scientific American and Playboy.

Washington Post is a famous newspaper.

2

3

4

5. We studied about American Revolution in history class.

6. Many people werekilled in Second World War.

7. Areyou going to school next week?

8 last time | saw her, she was a blonde.

9. Today isMay first. last month was April.

10. | was planning to go to his party, but on second thought, | changed
my mind.

11. Her bus leaves from Platform Sixty-two.

12. Cal police!

ANSWERS

1.T 7.7
2.T 8. The
3.T,T 9T

4. The 10. T
5. the 11. T
6. The 12. the
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STEP TEN: Review exercises

Take each test and check your answers. If you have any errors, review the rules
indicated by the numbersin parentheses.

REVIEW EXERCISE ONE: CONCEPTS
Compl ete these sentences:

1. The three words used most often in the English language are :
and .(0.2)

2. These three words are a part of speech called

3. A noun isaword that names a : , ,

or .(0.2)

4. Whenever you see or hear a, an or the, you can expect a to

follow. (0.2)

5. Theword a or an means (0.2

6. An is used before words that begin with sounds. (1.3)

7. Theindefinite article Is used before words that begin with consonant

sounds. (1.4)

8. The word the is pronounced in two different ways, before consonant

sounds, and before vowel sounds. (1.5, 1.6)

9. The indefinite (not definite, not previously mentioned) articles are and
. (3)

10. The definite article is . (5

11. Boy, chair, star, foot are examples of (countable, non-

countable) nouns. (3.3)

12. Non-countable nouns name things that have no definite size or shape. These are

also called nouns. (3.6)
ANSWERS

1. a an, the 7. a

2. articles 8. [Dq], [Di]

3. person, place, thing or idea 9. a an

4. noun 10.the

5. one 11.countable

6. vowe 12.mass
Numbers correct: out of 19.
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REVIEW EXERCISE TWO

Write a or an only where they are needed. Write T where no article is needed.

. | ate

1

2. The man drove the wrong way down
3. Do you spell your name with

4. We had to wait

5. We ordered

6

7

8

9

. Do you want
. Do you want
. Thereare

. | like

10. Jack had

ANSWERS

1. an
2.a
3.an a
4. an
5T

Numbers correct:

orange this morning. (1.3, 3.1)

one-way street. (1.4, 3.1)

"S' or "z?' (1.3, 1.4)

hour for dinner. (1.3, 3.1)

lamb for our meal. (3.2, 3.8)
ice cream? (3.2)
ice cream cone? (1.3, 3.1)

interesting people in my class. (3.2)

movies about mysteries. (3.2)

egg on histie. (3.8)

©o0oNO®
Sy

out of 11.
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REVIEW EXERCISE THREE
Write a, or an only where they are needed. Write 9 where no article is needed.

Jack'sfather is professor at Boston University. (4.1)

His mother is engineer. (4.1)

| want to be pilot. (4.1)

Pilots can earn $45,000 year. (4.2)

Mr. Zac is always grumpy and unpleasant. As aresult, he has few
friends. (4.5)

6. I've been saving all year, so | have little money. It's enough to buy a

o~ WD

second-hand car. (4.5)
7. Cdiforniaisthe kind of place I'd like to go on vacation. (4.4)
8. It's shame that you can't come to my party. (4.3)
9. Southerners never seemto bein rush the way New Y orkers are. (4.3)
10. Sheis excellent teacher. (4.1)
11. | brush my teeth twice day. (4.2
12. Quite few people like tennis. (4.5)
13. Henry isthe type of man that everyone likes. (4.4)
14. Areyouin good mood today? (4.3)

ANSWERS

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

NoapwWdE
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REVIEW EXERCISE FOUR
Write a, an, or the in the sentences below:

1. For my birthday | received book and umbrella. (3.1, 5,2)

2. book was from Aunt Mary and umbrellawas from Uncle
Tom. (5.1)

3. We couldn't see because. lights went out. (5.2)

4 sky is overcast today. | think it will rain, (5.3)

5. We watched moon rise over the mountain. (5.3)

6. Sueis good cook. As a matter of fact, sheis best cook |
know. (4.1, 5.5)

7. Moby Dick is interesting book, it's best book I've ever read.
(1.3,5.5)

ANSWERS

1. aan 5. the

2. The, the 6. a the

3. the 7. an, the

4. The

Number correct: out of 11

REVIEW EXERCISE FIVE:
Write the only where it is needed. Write T where no article is needed,

1. monkeys are smarter than dogs. (6.1)

2. women in my family are all short. (6.1)

3. I like fresh fruits and vegetables. (6.1)

4. Everyoneloves clowns. (6.1)

5. clownsin Ringling Brothers Circus are funniest clowns
in world. (6.1, 5.5, 5.3)

6. Sunday isthefirst day of the week. (6.2)

7. I'll seeyou Tuesday at 4 o'clock. (6.2)

8. Will you be home for Christmas? (6.2)
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9. Americashirthday is Fourth of July. (6.3)

10. Childrenin school are excited on Friday before vacation begins. (6.4)
11. | read a story about Richard Lionhearted. (6.9)
12. Mr. Jonesis our teacher. (6.5)

13. Smiths have been our neighbors for along time. (6.7)
14. Haveyou ever seen Adams Family on television? (6.8)
15. Thetreaty was signed by King George. (6.5)
ANSWERS

1.1, T 6. T 11. T, the
2. The 7.T 12.T
3T, T 8. T 13. The
4.T 9. the 14. the

5. The, the, the 10. the 15.T
Number right: out of 20

REVIEW EXERCISE SIX

Write a, an, the, or my, his, or her.

1. | have headache. (6.11)

2. | accidentally poked myself in eye. (6.11)

3. Frank hurt hand when he caught the ball. (6.10)

4. She washed face with warm water and soap. (6.10)

5. Theball hit mein head. (6.11)

6. The policeman was shot in shoulder. (6.11)

7. Thelittle boy got dirt on shirt. (6.10)
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Write the where it is needed. Write T where no article is needed,

8. milk comes from cows. (7.1, 3.2)

9. milk in this glassis sour. (7.4)

10. chocolate milk isdelicious. (7.2, 7.3)

11. Some people will do anything for money. (7.2)

12. | enjoy literature of the Middle Ages. (7.5)

13. literature was my favorite subject in school. (7.6)
14. Doyou like music of Mozart? (7.5)

15. Everyone likes music. (7.6)

16. Someday there will be an end to war. (7.7)

17. Someday there will be an end to war in Nicaragua. (7.5)
18. Charlie has been studying Italian for two years. (7.6)
19. Italian spoken in Rome is different from Italian spokenin
Naples. (7.5)

ANSWERS:

1. a 11.T

2. the 12. the

3. his 13.T

4. her 14. the

5. the 15. T

6. the 16. T

7. his 17. the

8 T,T 18. T

9. The 19. The, the

10. T

Number right: out of 20
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REVIEW EXERCISE SEVEN
Write a or the where they are needed. Write T where no article is needed.

1. Mr. Jackson had bad heart, and high blood pressure. (7.9, 7.8)
2. Shehad stomach ache, but it was not appendicitis. (7.9, 7.8)
3. Bob caught mumps from Kelly. (7.9)

4. Y ou can get avaccination against measles, and polio. (7.9, 7.8)
5. Laurahad fever of 100.2 degrees. (7.9)

6. Dr. Whedler plays piano very well. (7.10)

7. Shealso studied violin. (7.10)

8. Do you enjoy mathematics? (7.11)

9. Weplay bridge every Sunday afternoon. (7.11)

10. My brother plays soccer. (7.11)

ANSWERS:

1. T 6. the

2.4 T 7. the

3. the 8.T

4.the, T OT

5.a 10. T

Number right: out of 13

REVIEW EXERCISE EIGHT
Write the only where it is needed. Write T where no article is needed.

1. Everyone goesto bed early at our house. (7.12)

2. bed in the hotel we stayed at was very comfortable. (7.12)

3. What time does school begin? (7.12)

4. 1 goto church on Sundays. (7.12)

5. Australia, Europe, and Africaare continents. (8.1)
6. Wewent to Lake Louise for our vacation. (8.1)

7. Great Lakesare  largest fresh water lakesin America. (8.2, 5.5)
8. Alpsarein Austria and Switzerland. (8.2, 8.1)
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9. Soviet Union and People's Republic of China are two great
world powers. (8.3)

10. Her house was on Twenty-ninth Street. (8.1)

11. Evergladesisaswampin Florida. (8.2, 8.1)

12. Canada s north of United States. (8.1, 8.3)

13. Bronx is one of the boroughs of New York City. (8.1, 8.4)

14. Sixth Avenueis called Avenue of the Americasin Midtown
Manhattan. (8.1, 8.6)

15. Hague is the capital of Netherlands. (8.4, 8.2)

ANSWERS

1. 7T 6. T 11. The T

2. The 7. The, the 12. T, the

3. T 8. The T, T 13. The, T

4. T 9. The, the 14. T, The

5. T,T,T 10. T 15. The, The

Number right: out of 26

REVIEW EXERCISE NINE
Write the where it is needed. Write T where no article is needed.

1. Golden Gate Bridge connects San Francisco with

Marin County. (8.7, 8.1)

2. Gulf of Mexicois south of Texas. (8.7, 8.9, 8.1)

3. Missouri River flowsinto Mississippi River. (8.7)

4. 1I'm from South. (8.8)

5. Mexico is bounded by Pacific Ocean on west,
United States on north, Gulf of Mexico on

east, and Guatemalaon south. (8.1, 8.7, 8.8)

6. Italy is south of Switzerland. (8.9)

7. Karen went to Harvard, while her sister went to University of

Indiana. (8.10, 8.11)
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8. While we were in Washington, D.C., we visited White House,
Lincoln Memorial, and Smithsonian Museum. (8.11)

ANSWERS

1.The T, T 5. T, the, the, the, the, the, the, T, the

2.The T, T 6. T

3. The, the 7.T, the

4. the 8. the, the, the

Number right: out of 24.

REVIEW EXERCISE TEN
Write the where it is needed. Write T where no article is needed.

1. My favoritemagazinesare ~ Time, _ Newsweek,and __ Life. (9.3)
2. The boss reads two newspapers a day: New York Timesand
Wall Street Journal. (9.4)
3. Weliketo shop at Bloomingdales or Macy's. (9.1)
4. Renaissance began in Italy during fourteenth century. (9.5)
5. What was first job you held when you graduated college? (9.6)
6. I'vetold you for hundredth time, don't exaggerate! (9,6)
7. first and second chapters were hard, but by the time | got to
Chapter Ten, | understood everything. (9.6, 9.9)
8. December is last month of the year. (9.6)
9.1 went to visit him last month. (9.7)
10. Do you believein love at first sight? (9.8)
ANSWERS
1.T, T, T 6. the
2. The, the 7.the, T
3T, T 8. the
4. The, the 9T
5. the 10. T
Number right: out of 16.
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MASTERY TEST
PART | Write a, an or the where they are needed.
Write T where no article is needed.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5
6.
1.
8
9

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20
21

22

23.
24.

25
26
27

| like rice.
cats are good mouse hunters.
Juliana used to play. guitar.
We saw fattest lady in world at the circus last week.
Bob plays tennis very well.
water is best drink when you are thirsty.
Please put the pillow on bed.
| don't go to school on Sunday.
There was an accident in front of church.
| wrote along letter to O'Briens.
We need oxygen to breathe.
sugar in this bowl isfull of lumps.
What is worst thing that ever happened to you?
love is abeautiful emotion.
Frank studied history at college.
What time do you go to bed?
school is on the corner.
| think that mathematicsis hardest subject in school.
seals are very good swimmers.
.| don't like dresses in this store,
. When | spoke about Bill Martin, | meant Bill Martin who livesin
Cliffside Park, not Bill Martin from Englewood.
. Doyou like American food?
stars are shining brightly.
Lake Michigan is one of Great Lakes.
. Most people hate war.
. Ed wantsto be COMpOSer.
. She earns seven dollars hour at her part-time job.
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29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

35.

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
4]1.
42.
43.

45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
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| heard the news on radio.
We see Frank four or five times week.
You seemtobein good mood.
Thereis____little hope that the police will find the thieves. They left no clues.
Samisawaysin hurry.
Many tear has to fall in the game of love and romance.
| found wallet and a keychain. wallet was empty but it
had identification card in it.
It's beautiful day today. sky is blue and sunis
shining. weather is perfect.
Last night moon rose at seven p.m.
We went to visit Smiths.
Leif Lucky was the Viking who discovered America,
| have headache.
Bob bumped himself on_ head.
We were worried about disappearance of our dog.
Doctors are hoping to find a cure for cancer.
Patty had fever of 103 degrees when she had mumps.
Let's play baseball after school.
Barbara practices piano for two hours every day.
What time do you go to bed?
The thief spent five yearsin prison.
Central Park Zoo ison Fifth Avenue.
We stayed at Plaza Hotel.
Mexico is south of United States.
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ANSWERS

1. T 14. T 27. an 40. the

2. T 15. T, T 28. the 41. the

3. the 16. T 29. a 42. T

4. the, the 17. The 30. a 43. a, the
5 T,T 18. T, the 31T 4. T

6. T, the 19. T 32. a 45. the

7. the 20. the 33. a 46. T

8. T,T 21. the, the 34. a, The, an 47. T

9. the 22. T 35. a, The, the, The 48. The, T
10. the 23. The 36. the 49. the
11. T 24. T, the 37. the 50. T, The
12. The 25 T 38. the

13. the 26. a 39. a

Number correct: out of 65.

PART Il Answer these questions in compl ete sentences. Have a native-English
speaking person correct them.

1. Where are you from?

2. What street do you live on?

3. What subjects do you enjoy?

4. Do you play any musical instruments? What are they?

5. What games and sports do you play?

6. What did you eat for lunch yesterday?

7. What language do you speak?

8. What time do you go to bed?

9. Have you ever traveled? Where to?

10. What museums have you visited?

11. What famous places have you seen?
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12. What section of the country are you from?

13. What countries border your country?

14. What rivers and mountains are in your country?

15. What animals do you like?

16. What newspapers and magazines do you read?

17. What school or college did you go to?

18. Who would you call to report an accident?

19. Who is your favorite movie star?

20. What century isthis?

21. Where do you buy your food?

22. What time do you go to bed?

23. What illnesses have you had?

24. What do you put on your hamburger before you eat it?

25. What day is your birthday?

PART |11 Write or tell the story of The Wild Dog and the Farm Dog in your own
words.
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Singular Plura
countable non-countable
Definite THE THE
Indefinite A (AN) no article no article
Example:
Singular Plural
countable non-countable
Definite THE charr THE weather THE chairs
Indefinite A chair weather chairs
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